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dress. 
 Please read the separate arti-
cle about the importance of mak-
ing sure the Phineas W. Cook 
Family Organization will con-
tinue to function and for many 
years into the future.  Family or-
ganizations are considered, by the 
Family History Department, the 
most important part of using the 
new Family Search program suc-
cessfully in conjunction with the 
individual family members to 
assure accuracy of information 
submitted and to reduce duplica-
tion of submitting names. 
 We have moved the inven-
tory of Cook Family materials to 
Layton, UT.  If you are interested 
in obtaining any of these items, 
you will find in a separate article 
in this newsletter the information 
you need to make contact and 
place orders.  We encourage you 
to support the Organization by 

(Continued from page 1) purchasing various items.  The or-
der form in this newsletter shows 
the items that you can purchase.  
You will find many of the items 
very informative and interesting. 
 If you would like to participate 
in our first Saturday of each month 
conference call, please contact 
Daniel Ditto at (801) 295-3000 or 
LaMar Day at (801) 298-1654 to 
obtain information how to connect 
to the conference call.  We invite 
general members to call in and par-
ticipate. 
 We continue to appreciate re-
ceiving your letters and telephone 
calls with questions and sugges-
tions. 
 Please remember this is your 
family organization.  We can con-
tinue to function successfullyonly 
with your interest and support.  The 
more of you who participate, one 
way or another, the more the fam-
ily organization can be successful. 
 Guy Cook, President 

President’s Message continued 

who can afford to pay more are 
encouraged to do so.  The Lord 
will bless you and will help the 
Phineas Wolcott Cook Family 

Organization to successfully ac-
complish the charge that it has 
been given. 
  

Cook Organization 
Is Important 

Porter is our present family gene-
alogist and does excellent work.  
She not only includes a reference 
to where she found the informa-
tion, but also copies the informa-
tion and includes it in the notes 
section. The New England Genea-
logical Society has asked her per-
mission to use some of her research 
material on the Elizabeth Porter 
line to show how to verify and 
document instances where few or 
no records are available.  They 
stated that Janet’s documentation is 
some of the finest they have ever 
seen. 
 Janet has spent an enormous 
amount of her own money to do the 
research.  We have helped her 
some, but the organizations funds 
have not been sufficient to do what 
we need to do.  Particularly as we 
need to reach out into areas that 
will require more travel to find the 
needed information.  We would not 
be able to hire professional re-
searchers to do the quality work 
that Janet is doing.  Therefore, we 
would like to be able to help her 
more with the expenses she is in-
curring. To be able to do so, we 
must rely on the donations of fam-
ily members who ultimately have 
the responsibility to do this work. 
 Donations (tax deductable) to 
the organization have been very 
poor.  Some years fewer than 20 
members have paid their dues,.  
The organization has had to rely on 
a few “sugar daddies” to keep it 
going.  Now with the added re-
sponsibility of the Family Search 
Program, we are requesting that all 
members pay their dues.  Those 

(Continued from page 2) 

Phineas Wolcott Cook and wife Joanna with family in 1896 
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By Glen McMillan 
 How did the notion of a Bear 
Lake monster originate?  There is 
one source found in the PWC 
bookstore.  It is contained in a 
Cook Family Ancestral Guide for 
Utah.  Here is a snippet: 

“The ‘Bear Lake Monster’ had 
come up again.  Marion Tho-
mas and three sons of Phineas 
were on the lake fishing, oppo-
site Swan Creek, and came 
near his majesty. Brother Tho-
mas describes its head as ser-
pent-shaped.  He saw about 
twenty feet of its body, which 
was covered with hair or fur, 
something like an otter and 
light brown.  It had two flip-
pers, extending from the upper 
part of the body which he com-

pared to the blades of his 
oars.  He was so near it that if 
he had had a rifle he could 
have shot it.” + 

 There is another account of a 
sighting near Fish Haven that 
details its description even more.  
You might consider purchasing 
this guide for $6.00 or $5.00 if 
you purchase four or more and 
read more about it.  Quite fasci-
nating! 
 Many people have taken 
Church History Tours.  How 
about taking a Family History 
Tour.  If your interests take you 
back east,  there are four Cook 
Family Ancestral Guides avail-
able which will guide you to 
homes, churches and businesses 
of our early Cook Ancestors:  

Salem, Massachusetts;  Goshen and 
Litchfield County, Connecticut;  
Ontario and Genesee Counties, 
New York; and Wallingford, Con-
necticut.  In addition, these guides 
contain biographies of the indi-
viduals so that you can learn about 
them and their families in order to 
connect to them.  You might even 
learn a little more about the Puritan 
religion. 
 These guides along with all other 
items from the bookstore will be on 
display and available for purchase 
at the Cook-o-rama  in October.  
See details in this issue for that 
event. 
+ Deseret News, May 26, 1870;  
The LDS Millennial Star, June 
21,1870 

From the Bookstore 
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